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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, dressed in a robe of 

light, this is the day that You have 
made. We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Lord, we place our trust in You. You 
have guided our life’s journey through 
many dangers, toils, and snares. Your 
amazing grace continues to sustain us. 

Today, show our lawmakers the right 
path. Lead them by Your truth and 
save them with Your matchless love. 
You continue to be the God of our sal-
vation, and without Your mercies, we 
would be consumed. 

And, Lord, we thank You for our in-
coming summer pages, and, as always, 
we ask You to bless Ukraine. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

HONORING OUR PROMISE TO AD-
DRESS COMPREHENSIVE TOXICS 
ACT OF 2021—Resumed 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 3967, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 3967) to improve health care 

and benefits for veterans exposed to toxic 
substances, and for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Tester/Moran amendment No. 5051, in the 

nature of a substitute. 
Schumer amendment No. 5065 (to amend-

ment No. 5051), to add an effective date. 
Schumer amendment No. 5076 (to the text 

proposed to be stricken by amendment No. 
5051), to add an effective date. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Hawaii. 

Ms. HIRONO. I note the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
HIRONO). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The majority leader is recognized. 

GUN VIOLENCE 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

yesterday, Democratic and Republican 
negotiators announced an agreement 
on a framework for bipartisan gun safe-
ty legislation, bringing the Senate one 
step closer to finally—finally—respond-
ing to the plague of gun violence that 
afflicts our Nation and terrorizes our 
children. 

For the first time in a long time, the 
Senate has a path forward on legisla-
tion that will save lives, reduce gun vi-
olence, and keep our communities safe. 

Make no mistake about it, we have a 
lot of work left to do before we actu-
ally pass a bill, but yesterday’s an-
nouncement was a positive and nec-
essary step in the right direction. 

Now comes the important work of 
turning this framework into legislation 
and legislative language that can pass 
Congress and be signed by the Presi-
dent. We must continue working with 
the urgency that this moment demands 
because, if we can save even one life 
from gun violence, it will well be worth 
it. 

Once the text of this agreement is fi-
nalized, and I hope it will be as soon as 
possible, I will put this bill on the 
floor, quickly, so the Senate can move 
quickly to make gun safety reform a 
reality. 

As I said, I will put this bill on the 
floor as soon as possible once the text 
of the final agreement is finalized so 
the Senate can act quickly to make 
gun safety reform a reality. So I urge 
my colleagues to continue working 
with the same good faith and urgency 
that has brought us to this point. 

Certainly, yesterday’s agreement 
does not have everything Democrats 
wanted, but it nevertheless represents 
the most significant reform to gun 
safety laws that we have seen in dec-
ades. If enacted, this legislation will 
make it harder for mass shooters to ac-
cess assault rifles by enhancing back-
ground checks for those under 21. It 
will prevent tragedies before they hap-
pen by helping States with their red 
flag laws. It will prevent gun violence 
at home by closing the so-called boy-
friend loophole and establish new pen-
alties for gun traffickers. It will make 
our neighborhoods safer by investing in 
mental health and community violence 
intervention programs. The lion’s 
share of gun violence happens outside 
the national spotlight, and these inter-
vention programs are some of the most 
effective ways to reduce crime and 
make our communities safer. 
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